“The Son”
Galatians 4:3-5
Critical Concept: God's gift of His Son provides an avenue through
which every one of us can be freed to enjoy peace and a personal
relationship with God.

I. A Perfectly Timed Gift.
A. A sign of the time ...

B. The perfect gift ...

Question: "Pastor Eric, why do we celebrate Advent?"

1. "God sent His Son ..."

Every year at this time I am asked this question, and it is a
fantastic question and very important for us to consider.
1) It's not because we have to! In our tradition, we do not follow
the "church calendar." Many church traditions dictate what they
do in their worship services, but as Baptists we are "free" to
worship as the Holy Spirit directs. And we have chosen to utilize
the celebration of Advent to guide our worship throughout the
month leading up to Christmas.
2) It allows us to focus on the true meaning of Christmas!
There's so much that has hijacked the true meaning and purpose
of Christmas that celebrating Advent allows us to slow down and
contemplate the true purpose for which Christ came. And if you
have children, it gives you something to talk about around the table
at Sunday Dinner.
3) The benefit of Advent depends upon the heart of the
individual! Lighting a candle and saying a prayer can be empty
and worthless or deeply touching and encouraging ... it all depends
on the individual. But this is true 52 Sundays a year, isn't it?
Anything can be an empty ritual if our heart is not focused on
genuine worship.
So, I encourage you to come with an expectancy that God will
speak to your heart. Ask Him to fill you with a sense of awe and
wonder as you consider the greatest gift ever given!

2. "Born of a woman ..."

3. "Born under law ..."

II. Why Us?
A. Ask yourself: Why would He do this?
B. The depth of our need demands it.
C. The brokenness of our relationship required it.

What is God Saying to Me? (Personal Application)

