"Responses to the Resurrection"

John 19:38-20:9
Critical Concept: Every person that encounters Jesus will have to
choose whether they will follow Him or follow the crowd, and the
facts of the empty tomb brings each person into a place where their
response will expose the true content of their faith.

Christ the Lord Has Risen!
He Has Risen, Indeed!
“I know the resurrection is a
fact, and Watergate proved it to
me. How? Because 12 men
testified they had seen Jesus
raised from the dead, then they
proclaimed that truth for 40
years, never once denying it. Every one was
beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison.
They would not have endured that if it
weren't true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the
most powerful men in the world-and they
couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. You're
telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40
years? Absolutely impossible.”

I. Secret Disciples Step Forward.

II. What to do with the Empty Tomb.
A. The discovery of the empty tomb.

B. The encounter with the empty tomb.
• “Glance” – (Gk. = “blepõ”)
• “Scrutinize/Theorize” – (Gk. = “theõreõ”)

Charles Colson
The Back Story: There were no more than a dozen of us. Could we maintain
a cover-up–to save the president? Consider that we were political zealots. We
enjoyed enormous political power and prestige. With all that at stake, you’d
expect us to be capable of maintaining a lie to protect the president.
But we couldn’t do it. The first to crack was John Dean. First, he told the
president everything, and then just two weeks later he went to the prosecutors
and offered to testify against the President. His reason, as he candidly admits
in his memoirs, was to “save his own skin.” After that, everyone started
scrambling to protect himself. What we know today as the great Watergate
cover-up lasted only three weeks. Some of the most powerful politicians in the
world–and we couldn’t keep a lie for more than three weeks. (excerpt from
April 2021 "Breakpoint" program)

• “See” the physical facts – (Gk. “eiden”, aorist of “oraõ”)

III. The Timeless Question

What is God Saying to Me? (Personal Application)

